
Changes to the publication procedure:
Handling of comments at Formal Vote

© CEN – CENELEC 2019Webinar/2019-11-05



Get the most out of the webinar today

© CEN – CENELEC 2019 2

Use the Q&A panel to submit your questions

Follow us on Twitter @Standards4EU

Changes to the publication procedure: Handling of comments at Formal Vote

Webinar/2019-11-05

https://twitter.com/Standards4EU


Your speakers today

© CEN – CENELEC 2019 3

Amy Jayne CONLEY
Project Manager
Energy & Living

Standardization & Digital Solutions

Martha HOUSTON
Project Manager

Industry - Electrotechnology
Standardization & Digital Solutions

Webinar/2019-11-05

Changes to the publication procedure: Handling of comments at Formal Vote



To be discussed…

 Latest BT Decision D163/029 & BT 036/2019, 
applicable to CEN and CENELEC deliverables
Content of the decision
What it means for TCs and Drafters

 How to apply the decision appropriately
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CCMC noticed delays at publication stage caused by 
comments from the Vote

Delays caused by high volume of comments to be handled 
by editors, and by discussions with TCs about whether the 
comments are technical or editorial

Grey area between editorial and technical
Number of comments reflects on quality of text

Unfair and reduces transparency to introduce 
modifications to a text which has been approved:

Background
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Problem discussed at JWG R&P meeting in 2018
Technical board members asked CCMC to benchmark with 

ISO and IEC for solutions
CCMC found that ISO and IEC are stricter in handling 

comments:
Without apparent impact on the quality of the standards
 further editorial or technical amendments are not acceptable at 

this stage and all comments received will be retained for the next 
review

 Exception of obvious editorial errors and errors introduced by ISO 
CS/IEC CO

Resulted in the following BT decision…

Background
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 Applicable to drafts that are submitted to CCMC for 
the editorial preparation for Formal Vote from 

1 December 2019

BT decided to align, as far as possible, CEN and 
CENELEC rules and behaviours on the handling of 
comments at Formal Vote, to those of ISO and IEC, 
and subsequently, decided the following…

BT decision D163/029 & BT 036/2019
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a) further editorial or technical changes to the drafts after 
their submission to Formal Vote are not accepted, with 
the exception of 
obvious editorial errors and errors introduced by CCMC in the 

preparation of the draft for Formal Vote, which will be directly 
corrected by CCMC before publication. ‘Obvious editorial error’ 
is an editorial error that is recognised as such immediately and 
without any doubt, both by the CCMC editor and the TC 
Secretary. Absence of the aforementioned condition disqualifies 
the requested changes for direct editorial correction; 

 technical changes aiming to correct errors and thus avoiding a 
deficient standard, according to decision BT 48/2014 & 
D149/017. Upon request of the TC secretary and following BT 
approval, these changes will be introduced by CCMC before 
publication;

BT decision D163/029 & BT 036/2019
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Editorial example - Accepted
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Technical change example - Rejected
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b) all comments received other than those under 
bullets i) and ii) above (from point a)) will be retained 
for the next review and will be recorded by CCMC on 
the Commenting Form as “noted for future 
consideration”

The TC will need to retain these comments for the 
future revision to ensure their implementation

BT decision D163/029 & BT 036/2019
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c) after Formal Vote, the duration of the CCMC editing 
and of the TC proofing will be 2 weeks each. In 
exceptional cases, upon TC request, the TC proofing 
period can be extended by 1 week, i.e. to 3 weeks in 
total; 

BT decision D163/029 & BT 036/2019
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d) at the end of the TC proofing period, in case of no response, 
CCMC shall by default proceed to the next steps in the 
finalization process, i.e. translation or immediate publication, and 
inform the TC secretary and secretariat accordingly (in line with 
CLC D157/016):

CCMC is working to ensure the eventual involvement of the 
WGC and Project leaders during the TC proofing. 

BT decision D163/029 & BT 036/2019
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e) all the provisions above (points a-d) will be applied 
to drafts that are submitted to CCMC for the editorial 
preparation for FV from 1 December 2019;

BT decision D163/029 & BT 036/2019
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f) all changes for obvious editorial errors and errors 
introduced by CCMC in the preparation of the final 
draft shall be requested, and any disputes resolved, 
during the TC proofing period, after which the issue is 
escalated to BT;

BT decision D163/029 & BT 036/2019
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g) all experts in CEN and CENELEC Technical 
Committees be urged to ensure the highest possible 
quality of text for submission to Formal Vote.

BT decision D163/029 & BT 036/2019
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Webinars for Standard Drafters: 
https://www.cencenelec.eu/aboutus/ourservices/Trai
ning/webinarstddrafters/Pages/default.aspx

Drafting resources
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 Internal Regulations Part 3 & templates – CEN and 
CENELEC BOSS sites

https://boss.cen.eu/reference%20material/RefDocs/Pag
es/default.aspx

https://boss.cenelec.eu/reference%20material/FormsTe
mplates/Pages/default.aspx

Drafting Resources
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Electronic preparation:
https://boss.cen.eu/reference%20material/guidancedo
c/pages/enelecprep.aspx

Comprehensive list of drafting rules which supplement the 
IR-3 (e.g. technical requirements for Figures, detailed info 
on normative references

Also applicable for CENELEC deliverables!

Editors are happy to advise via email and attend TC 
meetings either in person or online – just ask!

Drafting resources
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From 1 December 2019

!DON’T FORGET!

Changes to the publication procedure: Handling of comments at Formal Vote

Webinar/2019-11-05 © CEN – CENELEC 2019 223



Question time
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