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The presenter 

Matthew TOMLIN
Standards Publications 
Unit Manager
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Get in touch! 

 Use the Q&A panel

 Share your thoughts, experiences, suggestions!

 Time permitting, we will respond to questions at the end of 
this webinar

 Recording and Q&A will be published online –
www.cencenelec.eu:

http://www.cencenelec.eu/
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Vienna and Frankfurt Agreements

INTERNATIONAL LEVEL

NATIONAL LEVELNational Standardization
Organizations

Vienna 
Agreement

Frankfurt
Agreement

EUROPEAN LEVEL
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Vienna Agreement
Facts and figures

What? When? Why?

• Formal agreement on 
technical cooperation 
between ISO and CEN

• 1991 - Published
• 2001 - Revision
• 2016 ‘Guidelines on 

implementation’

• Avoid duplication of work at 
International 
& European levels

• Promote global economy
• Ensure rational use of back 

office resources

CEN – Portfolio – relation to ISO

31 % Identical to ISO publications

1% Based on ISO publications

68% No relation to ISO publications
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Vienna Agreement
Facts and figures



Matthew Tomlin - © CEN and CENELEC 2017 – slide 7

Modalities of Vienna Agreement
Cooperation and common work

Cooperation 

by correspondence

Representation 

in meetings

Adoption of 

available publications

Parallel 

development

of common 

deliverables

Information exchange 
between CCMC and ISO/CS
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Vienna Agreement : Common work 
Adoption of available publications

Revision of publication 
using parallel ISO-CEN 
approval (preferred)

Adoption of modified 
version of the 

available publication

 ISO and CEN can adopt each others published standards 

by submitting them to their own adoption procedures

 In CEN = 8 week translation (DE) + 12 week Enquiry Vote

 Ideally, the standard should be adopted without change (identical standards)

 If changes are needed: 2 options
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Adopting a published ISO in CEN
An example

CEN/TC uploads transmission 
notice onto eTrans

CCMC launches ENQ to adopt the
ISO standard

CEN/TC decision to revise
the EN by adopting the ISO Standard (NWI)

Publication of EN ISO 17142:2016
replacing EN 15157:2006
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Vienna Agreement - Common work
Parallel development of standards

Agreement between 
both Technical 

Committees

Identification of lead 
organization (ISO 
lead preferred)

NWI approval in 
both CEN & ISO

Parallel, 
synchronized 

enquiries (ENQ/DIS)

Possibility to skip 
FV/FDIS

Parallel voting, 
synchronized 

(FV/FDIS)

Parallel publication 
EN ISO

Revision/Amdt –
default ISO lead

ISO/CS manages the allocation of dates & editing - CEN publishes European foreword and Annexes



Matthew Tomlin - © CEN and CENELEC 2017 – slide 11

Basic process overview
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Frankfurt Agreement
Facts and figures

72%

6%

22%

Identical to IEC publications

Based on IEC publications

No relation to IEC

publications

What? When?

• Agreement on common 
planning 
of new work and parallel 
voting between 
IEC and CENELEC

• 1996 – Signature Dresden 
Agreement
• 2016 – Signature Frankfurt 

Agreement
• Guidance on day-to-day 

management coming soon

• Underline commitment of IEC 
& CLC to undertake work at 
Intl. level

• Promote global economy
• Ensure rational use of back 

office resources

Why?

CENELEC – Portfolio – relation to IEC
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Frankfurt Agreement
3 Modalities

Common planning of 
New Work Items

Parallel voting on draft
International Standards

Conversion of European Standards into International 
Standards
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Common Planning & Conversion of work

Principle = CENELEC offers to IEC all NWIs i.e. future projects of European origin 
and all Published European work (EWIs)

• Work starts within CENELEC, in parallel with IEC consultation

• If IEC accepts NWI:
 Work ‘promoted’ at IEC level & stopped in CENELEC but developed in parallel

• If IEC is not interested in taking NWI on board:
 Work continues within CENELEC

• The published CENELEC EN will be ‘offered’ to IEC
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Frankfurt Agreement
Parallel voting

Common modificationsCommon modifications

Common modificationsCommon modifications

IEC draft and final standards are systematically submitted to a 

parallel voting procedure in CENELEC:

CDV

(FDIS)

IEC published 

parallel vote on CDV

(parallel vote on FDIS)

EN published 

(IEC, identical or modified)

IEC CENELEC
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Basic process overview
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Frankfurt Agreement
An example of parallel IEC-CENELEC publication
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Frankfurt Agreement
A parallel IEC-CENELEC project with European modifications … e.g:
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VA Reference documents: 
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FA Reference documents: 

Coming very soon…

• Day to day management of the Frankfurt Agreement

• Frequently asked questions on the application of the Frankfurt Agreement
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 Your questions from the panel

Questions and Answers
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 2017-11-24

 The DOs and DON'Ts of drafting a Standard

Next webinar
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www.cencenelec.eu

Follow us 

Contact CCMC Publications Unit: production@cencenelec.eu

Matthew Tomlin
mtomlin@cencenelec.eu

mailto:production@cencenelec.eu
mailto:mtomlin@cencenelec.eu

